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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 1, 3-5, 11, and 21, and add new claims 31-39 as set forth 
below. Following is a complete listing of the claims pending in the application, as 
amended: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of produc i ng and delivering streams of 
content, the method comprising: 

periodically querying a database for a -multiple plavlists p l avlist for e ach of a 
p l ura li ty of stations , wherein each playlist is associated with multiple content itemsv 
wh e r e in th e cont e nt i ncludes mult i p le tracks ; 

receiving the multiple plavlists from the database based upon the periodic 
querying; 

analyzing each of the received multiple plavlists to determine content items t hat 
is-are already cached on a local disk, and content that n ee ds items to be retrieved from 
a content source; 

retrieving the content that noods items to be retrieved for each of the received 
playlists from the content source; 

caching the retrieved content items on the local disk; 

for each of th e stat i ons plavlist . concatenating content items associated with a-the 
playlist corr e spond i ng to th e station into a stream of content; 

for e ach of th e stat i ons, providing a buffer of a plura li ty of buff e rs with th e stream 
of cont e nt correspond i ng to th e stat i on; 

upon receiving a request for one or more of the streams of content, transmitting 
the requested one or more streams of the-content from on e or mor e of tho p l ura l ity of 
buff e rs t o at least one distribution point for relaying to at least one client terminal; and 

in response to a disruption in the retrieval from the content source of content 
items associated with a first playlist corr e spond i ng to a first stat i on , wherein a first 
stream of content corresponds to the first stattoft plavlist : 
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continuing to advance throuqh tracks -content items of the first playlist; 

copying a first track -content item of the first playlist from the local disk to a 
memory cache prior to reaching a last track of the first playlist; 

linking the last track -content item of the first playlist to the first track 
content item of the first playlist to loop at least some of the tracks -content items of the 
first playlist in the first stream of content; and 

transmitting the first stream of content containing the looped tracks 
content items of the first playlist to the at least one distribution point for relaying to the at 
least one client terminal. 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 21 , further comprising: 
checking for new tracks -content items of the first playlist as transmission of each 

of the tracks -content items of the first playlist finishes; and 

wh e n j fjhere are new tracks -content items of the first playlist, resuming normal 
transmission of the first stream of content. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the multiple tracks 
content items include audio content. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the multiple tracks 
content items include video content. 

6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
providing metadata associated with the content; and 

integrating the metadata with at least one of the one or more streams of content. 



32052-9522.US0 l/LEGALl 74 1 3657. 1 



-3- 



Application No. 10/688,283 

Response to Notice of Allowance of September 10, 2009 



Docket No.: 320529522US1 



7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6, wherein the metadata 
includes content duration information. 

8. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6, wherein the metadata 
includes content time remaining information. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one 
client terminal includes at least one of a computer, a mobile device, a microprocessor- 
based device, a portable digital assistant, and a network enabled receiver. 

1 0. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein at least one of the 
requested one or more streams of content is transmitted at a rate that is matched to a 
rate of play at the at least one client terminal. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A method of produc i ng and delivering streams of 
content, the method comprising: 

periodically querying a database for multiple playlists correspond i ng to mult i ple 
stations , wherein a playlist is associated with multiple items of content; 
receiving the multiple playlists from the database; 

analyzing the received multiple playlists to determine items of content that are 
already locally cached, and items of content to be retrieved; 
retrieving items of content to be retrieved; 
locally storing the retrieved items of content; 

for at least a first station plavlist , concatenating associated items of content into a 
first stream bas e d on a f i rst p l ay li st correspond i ng to the first stat i ons ; 

for at le ast th e f i rst stat i ons, prov i d i ng ono or more buffers w i th tho first str e am; 

upon receiving a request for the first stream, delivering the first stream from th e 
on e or mor e buff e rs to at least one distribution point for delivery to at least one client 
terminal; and 
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wbenjf retrieval of new items of content is disrupted: 

continuing to advance through the first playlist for at least the first stream; 

caching a first item of content of the first playlist into memory prior to 
reaching a last item of content of the first playlist; 

linking the last item of content of the first playlist to the first item of content 
of the first playlist in order to repeat at least one of the items of content in the first 
stream; and 

delivering the first stream to the at least one distribution point for delivery 
to the at least one client terminal. 

12. (Canceled) 

13. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 , further comprising: 
checking for new items of content of the first playlist as delivery of each of the 

items of content of the first playlist finishes; and 

if there are new items of content of the first playlist, resuming normal delivery of 
the first stream. 

14. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 11, wherein the items of 
content include audio content. 

15. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 11, wherein the items of 
content include video content. 

16. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 , further comprising: 
providing metadata associated with the content; and 

integrating the metadata with at least the first stream. 
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17. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 16, wherein the metadata 
includes content duration information. 

18. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 16, wherein the metadata 
includes content time remaining information. 

19. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 11, wherein the at least one 
client terminal includes at least one of a computer, a mobile device, a microprocessor- 
based device, a portable digital assistant, and a network enabled receiver. 

20. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein at least the first 
stream is transmitted at a rate that is matched to a rate of play at the at least one client 
terminal. 

21. (Currently Amended) A stroam — seuree — content delivery system, 
comprising: 

means for periodically querying a database for multiple playlists corr e spond i ng to 
mu l tip le stat i ons , wherein a playiist is associated with multiple content items; 
means for receiving the multiple playlists from the database; 
means for locally storing content items; 

means for analyzing the received playlists to determine content items that are 
already stored by the means for locally storing content fern -items and content items to 
be retrieved; 

means for retrieving content items to be retrieved; 

means for concatenating associated content items into a first stream for at least a 
first station -plavlist basod on a f i rst p l avl i st correspond i ng to the first stat i ons ; 
m e ans for buff e ring data; 

means for prov i d i ng th e means for buffer i ng data with tho f i rst stroam; 
means for receiving a request for the first str e ams stream ; 
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means for delivering the first stream from th e means for buff e ring data t o at least 
one distribution point in response to the request, for delivery from the distribution point 
to at least one client terminal; and 

wh e n jf retrieval of new content items is disrupted: 

means for continuing to advance through the first playlist for at least the 

first stream; 

means for caching a first content item of the first playlist into memory prior 
to reaching a last content item of the first playlist; 

means for repeating at least the first content item of the first playlist in the 
first stream after the last content item of the first playlist is reached; and 

means for delivering the first stream to the at least one distribution point 
for delivery to the at least one client terminal. 

22. (Canceled) 

23. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 21 , further comprising: 
means for checking for new content items of the first playlist as delivery of each 

of the content items of the first playlist finishes; and 

means for resuming normal delivery of the first stream if there are new content 
items of the first playlist. 

24. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 21 , wherein the content items 
include audio content. 

25. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 21 , wherein the content items 
include video content. 
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26. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 21 , further comprising: 
means for integrating metadata associated with the content items within at least 

the first streams. 

27. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 26, wherein the metadata 
includes content duration information. 

28. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 26, wherein the metadata 
includes content time remaining information. 

29. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 21, wherein the at least one 
client terminal includes at least one of a computer, a mobile device, a microprocessor- 
based device, a portable digital assistant, and a network enabled receiver. 

30. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 21, wherein a transmission 
rate of at least the first streams is matched to a rate of play at the at least one client 
terminal. 

31 . (New) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

for each playlist, providing a buffer of a plurality of buffers with the stream of 
content corresponding to the playlist, 

wherein transmitting the requested one or more streams of content includes 
transmitting the requested one or more streams of content from one or more of the 
plurality of buffers. 

32. (New) The method of claim 1 1 , further comprising: 

for at least the first playlist, providing one or more buffers with the first stream, 
wherein delivering the first stream includes delivering the first stream from the 
one or more buffers. 
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33. (New) The content delivery system of claim 21 , further comprising: 
means for buffering data; and 

means for providing the means for buffering data with the first stream, 
wherein the means for delivering the first stream delivers the first stream from the 
means for buffering data. 

34. (New) The method of claim 1, further comprising removing cached 
content items from the local disk. 

35. (New) The method of claim 11, further comprising removing locally stored 
items of content. 

36. (New) The content delivery system of claim 21 , further comprising means 
for removing locally stored content items. 

37. (New) The method of claim 1 , further comprising synchronizing the one or 
more streams of content with one or more schedules. 

38. (New) The method of claim 11, further comprising synchronizing the first 
stream with a first schedule. 

39. (New) The content delivery system of claim 21 , further comprising means 
for synchronizing the first stream with a first schedule. 
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